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CHARLES (CHUCK) R. MRICK

Hello Esprit:

As the days are starting to get longer and warmer it is a clear signal that spring is not
far behind. The warm weather also is another signal that our 2008-2009 ski season has

ended.

Looking back at our 2008-2009 ski year, one has to stop and thank all of our mem-
bers for their participation to help fill our buses. We must give a big thanks to our trip coordina-
tor Yonna Fields for all of her hard work to make sure that trips were successful.

Big thanks also goes out to the following trip captains and co-captains: Peek-N-Peak-
captain Peggy Vauss, co-captain Sylvia Johnson; Holiday Valley-captain Pat Byrd, co-captain
Chris Carson; Kissing Bridge-captain Lorraine Dominick, co-captain Yonna Fields; Seven
Springs-captain Kevin Wiley, co-captain Rose Hill. THANKS

I would like to thank Ebony Hood one of our new members for volunteering to fill the
position of recording secretary. She presented her first set of meeting minutes at our Febru-
ary 8, general body meeting. The minutes were comprehensive and professionally done.

(See pages 2-3)

April 7, 2009

April 7, 2009

May 5, 2009

May 12, 2009
June 2, 2009

June 9,2009
June 26-28, 2009
July 2009

August 4, 2009

My warmest regards,

Meeting & Event Dates

Executive Board meeting 6:30PM-7: 30PM Shaker Heights
Library.

General Board meeting 7:30PM-8: 30PM Shaker Heights
Library.

Executive Board meeting 6:30PM-8: 30PM.

2010 Ski trip & Event Planing meeting.

General Body meeting & elections 6:30PM-8: 30PM.
Executive Board meeting 6:30PM-8: 30PM.

General Body meeting 6:30PM-8: 30PM.
AfTaste of Chicagoo
No meetings in July.

Executive Board meeting 6:30PM: -8:30PM.

Charles R. (Chuck) Myrick



Minutes from the February 9, 2009 General Body Meeting
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the E-board mtg. Calls and E-mails will go out to confirm meeting dates and times when a final
decision is reached. Chuck advised that he will not be able to chair the April meeting. Pat Byrd
will chair both the E-board and general body meeting set for April 7, 2009.

(B) NSF Check- There was a reading of the rules in the constitution by Pat Byrd on NSF checks.
Chuck advised the general body that the club will pursue the funds to the greatest extent of the
constitution. Greg emphasized that the issue was of a personal matter and should not be pursued
by anyone outside of executive officers as suggested by another member. Pat suggested that the
rules should be highlighted in the newsletter at the start of the season.

(C) Refunds- Discussion was lead by the President to refund monies to people who were unable
to attend the ski outing. Laura suggested we put a rule in place concerning when and how to
refund. The rules were read by Pat concerning refunds which cleared up many questions on the
floor. Chuck advised that the rule will be left in tack but we need to look at making adjustments
during our tough economic times. Yonna will be refunded over payment of ski lesson.

(D) Jackets- You can still order jackets and exchange sizes as necessary. Laura questioned if the
deposit would be lost if a member decides not to place an order......she was advised YES.

(E) Medical Forms and Constitutions- Kevin says he needs medical forms. Pat advised that new
members need a |copy of the constitution|.

(F) Hats- There was an E-board decision was made to purchase hats. No funds for this purchase
will be used from the club treasury. Don expressed his opinion that he was disappointed by not
getting the opportunity to beat the price and to sell the hats as a fund raising venture.

8. New Business- Ebony encouraged members participating in the Chicago trip to also sign up
for the 5k Race to the Taste as a way to promote the 'sports” side of the club. More information
will be presented at future

9. The meeting was adjourned by Hosea Young 7:48pm.

Members in attendance:
Don Fenderson
Paula McGhee
Yonna Fields
Christal Wiggins
Greg Curry
Reginald Garrett
Kevin Wiley
Charles Myrick
Pat Byrd

Dot Anderson
Peggy Vauss
Hosea Young
Laura Young
Lorraine Dominick
Ebony Hood

Minutes submitted by Ebony Hood



THE ULTIMATE SKI AND SPORTS CLUB

PRESENTS ANOTHER FANTASTIC TRIP 10 THE
WORLD’S LARGEST FOOD FESTIVAL

+CHICAGO

trip with chcices of sightsceing, theater, shopping, fine dining, 2tc.

JUNE 26- JUNE 28, 2009

The $359.00 includes a deluxe 55 passenger Great Dav Tours
roundtrip cecach with refreshments en route, double occupancy

= accommodactions in Chicago at The 4 Star Hyatt Holel (Barack

¢ | Obama stayed here on the night of his acceptance speech) with
brealkfast, and... hanging out wita fun people. There is also the
possibility of a quick shopping stop at the 200~ stores Auburn Hills
{ Mall Outlet just ontside Detroit!

First deposit of $100.00 is due now or at the next Esprit meeting
| on the 2 Tuesday of each month at 6:30 at the Lee Road Shaker

Il Tleights Public Library. The final payment will he due at the May 12,
2009 Espril meeting at 6:30 at the Shaker Heights Public library.

FIRST COME FIRST SERVED. THE BUS FILLED UP

IN TWO WEEKS ON OUR LAST TRIP!!!!1!]
Departure’ Friday June 20 at 6 am. from Girear Day T.ines
375 Treeworth Blvd. Broadview Teights 44147
Phonc Number; 440- 526-5350
Directions: From (leveland: 77 South to Broadview Heights: Route 82 West Exit. Take
the right hand lane 1/8 of a mile. Turn right al the first lighl. freal Day Tines is behind
Tallyho Hotel. Return: Sunday June 28 at 11:00 p.m.
For more information, please call...

Don Fenderson-
Home: 216-371-7021
Cell: 216-402-3240
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Get Ready for the MLK Skiing and Gaming Weekend
Holiday Valley Ski Resort/Seneca Allegany Casino and Hotel
January 23 -24, 2010

Christal Howard Wiggins i Trip Captain ’
Thomas Wiggins i Trip Assistant ¥/

Reservation Information:
Christal 7 216-214-7578
HowW,ig@sbcglobal.net

Reserve your space on this fun-filled, overnight trip for January 23-24, 2010. Details on cost, pay-
ment schedule and lodging will be forthcoming.

Proposed ltinerary :

e Depart Cleveland on Saturday morning, January 23, 2010 (Southeastern Trailways) at 5:00 am

« Off board gaming participants at Seneca Allegany Casino and Hotel for activities i (check-in will
be later that day)

e Proceed to Holiday Valley Resort to off board skiers/snowboarders/observers for the day -(other
shuttle schedule arrangements TBD)

o Late afternoon on board skiers/observers (shuttle schedule TBD) and proceed to casino hotel for
check-in. (shuttle schedule for more skiing TBD)

e Morning of January 24, 2010 - Check out from casino hotel

e Onboard skiers/snowboarders for day of skiing at Holiday Valley Resort (gamers may stay at the
casino after check out)

o Late Afternoond Onboard skiers at Holiday Valley and proceed to casino

e Onboard gaming participants for return to Cleveland 8 5:00 pm

e Return to Cleveland approximately 8:30 pm
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THI'S MONTHOGS | NSPI RATI ON

Meet Ralph Green

Edi t o riidead mére abeut Ralph on his websiféhttp://www.ralphgreen.net/meet.html

TURIN, ltaly, Feb. 27 8 A month after Ralph Green was gunned
e\ down on a Brooklyn street corner in 1992, his mother mustered the strength
to look ahead.

.ﬁ; A Until he was shot, Green had escaped the violence that plagued his Bedford
‘” f -Stuyvesant neighborhood. He was 15 and a promising high school quarter-
4 f’» back. After the shooting, his left leg had to be amputated and he was in a

- att 44471 coma.
o 2l [ M But Grace Green vowed that her son was not finished.
- "I'm not going to let my son be a forgotten one," she told reporters in Sep-
! tember 1992. "They say things happen for a purpose. As good as he was in

football, he'll be even better in something else."”

Sure enough, Ralph Green walked into the Olympic Village here one day last week, leaning
on metal crutches, his smile a bright spot on a cold and rainy afternoon. Wearing his United States
Paralympic Team jacket, he looked around and marveled at his surroundings.

"The Olympics is something that you see on TV," Green said. "You see the athletes that you
see on TV, and they're eating lunch."

Soon, Green will move into his own Olympic Village room, in nearby Sestriere, for the Para-
lympics, which begin March 10 and will be contested in the same places as the Winter Games.
Green, now 28, will compete in all four Alpine skiing disciplines.

He came here last week to help promote the Paralympics, to use his story to raise awareness of
sports for those with disabilities. Before he was shot by a stranger, he had never heard of such com-
petitions. He had not even dreamed of skiing.

Once, while flipping through television channels, he said, he stumbled upon a downhill race. "I
remember thinking, these guys are crazy," he said.

Green said that with a big laugh, because he took up the sport almost out of the blue in the late
1990's. When he first left the hospital and began to navigate life without his left leg, he tried sports
he was familiar with, summer pursuits like track and field. A group took him skiing once in the Po-
conos, and he hated it.

But a few years later, he decided to try skiing again. He traveled to Winter Park, Colo., where a
small ski team for athletes with disabilities trains. He hopped off a chairlift on one ski and two poles
with small skis on them. He said it took him an hour and a half to reach the bottom, but something
told him this was his sport.

Defying expectations became Green's goal. He moved to Colorado in 2000 and began training. In a
few seasons, he made the United States Disabled Alpine Ski Team, the first African-American to do
so. Earlier this year, he was named to the Paralympic team. He is sponsored by the National Broth-
erhood of Skiers and by Home Depot and savors his role as an ambassador for his sport.

Now, when he returns home, which he does often, he gives speeches in schools.

"l get asked some of the weirdest questions,” he said. " 'Are you the dude that's ice skating in
Alaska?' But it's good that people know I'm doing something different. That's the message that | get
across: Don't be afraid to be different.”

Green, of course, did not have a choice when he was confronted by his biggest difference.

The shooting altered his life. He had been a varsity quarterback as a freshman at Boys and Girls
(Continued on page 7)


http://www.ralphgreen.net/meet.html

High School in Brooklyn. He was the starting point guard on the basketball team. He had just taken
up track and field and he loved tennis.

In the hospital after he was shot, his four brothers and sisters and his mother were intent on
treating him the same as they always had. And he came out fighting. After the United States sur-
geon general, Dr. Jocelyn Elders, heard his story, she asked him to testify before Congress in sup-
port of gun control.

At 16, Green faced a Congressional panel, described his injuries and said his medical care had
cost taxpayers more than $1 million. "How many million-dollar bullets will it take before someone
wakes up?" he said.

Green is still speaking out, but his topics have changed. He said he believed in the transformative
power of sports, particularly for the disabled. But he also said he believed in skiing as a way to give
young people a release from the challenges of the streets.

His enthusiasm is infectious. The United States team had him arrive here early, to appear
on the "Today" show and to spread his views widely.

Perhaps the most remarkable thing about Green is a lack of any hint of bitterness. He said he
hoped the person who shot him & also a teenager at the time 8 had turned himself around. He
said he was angry at first but learned to get past those feelings.

Mostly, he is thankful for his new life, which allows him to travel the world and turn heads
wherever he goes. His teammates and coaches joke that he makes friends before he even leaves
an airport.

"l would have been in a totally different reality had | not been shot,” Green said. "Through the
years, you get an idea that there are six billion souls on the earth and everybody can't be perfect.
"I'm just happy I'm still alive.”

ESPRIT ELECTIONS NOTICEd MAY 2009

Esprit elections will be held this May. All positions are open. The positions are as follows:

President
Vice President
Treasurer
Trips Coordinator
Recording Secretary
Financial Secretary
Parliamentarian
and Member At Large

If you have any questions or would like to run for any office, please contact Kevin Wiley at
kevinbwiley@yahoo.com or 216-904-7776.

Thanks, Have a good evening everyone.
~Kev
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